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Most of us 
have enduring 
and special 
c h i l d h o o d 
m e m o r i e s 

of Christmas 
which we joyfully 

celebrated with our 
families. These memories linger 
on and psychologically allow us to 
positively look forward to this time 
of the year as a nourishing period of 
spiritual celebration and festivity.  

We are mindful that the story of 
the birth of Jesus who began his life 
as a refugee and who was born in a 

humble manager was far from an 
idyllic beginning.  We tend to balance 
this adversity against a focus on the 
visit of the three Wise Men bearing 
gifts, the consoling presence of 
Shepherds, and especially, the 
reassuring loving attention of Mary 
and Joseph, the Mum and Dad of the 
infant Jesus.    

Unfortunately, millions of children 
and their families throughout 
the world will not experience 
such reassuring memories this 
Christmas. Specific examples 
include victims of trafficking and 
family disputes, families internally 

displaced due to natural disasters or 
enforced migration, street children, 
and families who have not yet 
been afforded the means for self-
sufficiency. 

In this Christmas edition of the 
Kibanda Newsletter, we feature 
two articles. The first is from 
Madagascar. The Superior of the 
Spiritan Province of Madagascar, Fr. 
Théodore Fulgence RABELAZA, CSSp, 
specifically draws our attention to 
the plight of street children and 
the enabling services provided by 
Spiritans there to facilitate new life 
possibilities for this marginalized 
group. The second article is from 
Fr. John KINGSTON, the Superior 
of the Inhazonia Community  in 
Mozambique. He adopts the 
complementary self-reliance theme 
of “Give the Means and Mechanisms 
so that the People can Make It by 
Themselves”.

During a year in which the COVID-19 
Pandemic has predominated our 
horizons, it is my hope for the New 
year of 2022 that our fellow citizens 
living in developing countries may 
also receive equitable access to the 
vaccines they require. We are most 
grateful for the financial support 
you have so generously provided 
for our developmental projects 
during 2021, including multiple 
medical, educational, humanitarian, 
and COVID-19 related projects in 
numerous developing countries. 
On behalf of the staff of CESS and 
Kibanda, I wish you and your families 
a Blessed Christmas and a Healthy 
New Year.

 
Michael Begley, CSSp, Executive Director
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Provide New Life for Street Children   

 Spiritans in Madagascar

 The 
S p i r i t a n 
Province of 
Madagascar 
was created 

in 2014 and 
c u r r e n t l y , 

we number 
sixty members 

with almost half of 
our confreres working outside 
of Madagascar. The remaining 
members work in five Dioceses 
spread across our lovely island 
while our principal commitments 
include education, healthcare, 
development, parish ministry 
and running two social innovative 
reception centers for street children 
and young people.  

On the initiative of Fr. Vincent 
Chopart, a French Spiritan, the 
Congregation of the Holy Spirit 
created the ‘Nouveau Relais des 
Jeunes’ Center (NRJ) located in 
the Andavamamba District of our 
capital city in 1987. Subsequently, 
in 1989, a second center known as 

the ‘Vonjy Center’ was opened in the 
Mandroseza neighborhood, initially 
for families whose homes were 
devastated by a tropical cyclone. 
This was subsequently modified as a 
reception center for street children.

Today, these facilities continue to 
provide a welcoming environment 
and a large diversity of professional 
services for vulnerable youths. 
It is managed by the Spiritans 
with assistance from a specialist 
group of Sisters, and a team of 40 
professional staff who fulfill roles 
such as administrators, animators, 
teachers, and social workers. They 
deliver reintegration services for 
one of the most marginalized 
populations in our country.  

The range of services offered 
include psychosocial support, 
outreach contact using street 
animations to identify new clients, 
provision of a night shelter facility 
for boys aged between 8 and 
17 years (30-40 nightly), literacy 
classes for those aged 6-12 years 
(180 annually), vocational training 

workshops in carpentry, metal work 
and pottery (20 annually), while 25 
youths between 14 and 21 years 
avail of our boarding school facility. 
Healthcare is provided free for all 
children while additional services 
include planned day visits to the 
Spiritan farm, annual vacation camps 
for 30 clients, and participation in 
the inter-NGO soccer tournament.  

The current Director is Fr. 
Ephrem. After thirty years in this 
service, he remains inspired by 
the conviction that “ we must do 
everything possible to give these 
children opportunities to smile, to 
laugh, to play and especially to meet 
people who support and value them 
in their aspirations for the future” 
.  He also says that “ I am consoled 
when I consider how many of the 
children who have passed through 
our services have subsequently 
thrived by escaping the predators 
who tempted them with money to 
stay on the streets”.

Théodore Rabelaza, CSSp
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Mozambique is a country 
situated on the east coast of 
Africa. It’s a former Portuguese 
colony. In 1975, after 11 years 
of war against Portugal, the 
country gets independence, and 
becomes a communist regime 
which the former movement for 

independence, FRELIMO governs 
as the only party. 

From 1976 to 1992, a bloody 
civil war caused almost one 
million deaths. All of this war 
brought the country to the point 
of being classified, in 1992, third 
on the list of the poorest countries 

in the world. 
Today the 

economy is 
progressing 
fast, but, it is 
not often that 
the poorest 
benefit. Progress 
is threatened by 
frequent climatic events such 
as floods and cyclones and a 
new bloody war in the northern 
Province of Cabo Delgado.

The Spiritans arrived here 
in 1996. Today we are in four 
communities: a postulancy in 
Beira, a community which runs 
a school in Nampula city, and 
two communities work with the 
poorest people in the villages of 
Inyazonia and Itoculo. 

We are now preparing to accept 
a request from the bishops to take 
responsibility for the senior inter-
diocesan seminary in Maputo.

It is now 25 years during which 
we have done our best to be of 
help to the poorest in a significant 
way, through accompaniment and 
formation, giving them capacities 
to free themselves from misery, 
or, to say it with the words of our 
former Bishop Francisco Silota, 
“give the means and mechanisms 
so that the people can make it by 
themselves”.

The young people we are 
helping to finish their education 
are very much alone, usually 
orphans, which means that we 
help them with most aspects of 
their lives, and not just tuition 
fees. Wonderfully, most of 
them have the intelligence and 
dedication to meet the challenges 
and succeed. Equally, we are 
conscious from time to time that 
we need some external assistance 
while we particularly thank CESS 
and Kibanda for their support 
of our pastoral and outreach 
programmes in recent years. 

 
John Kingston, CSSp

John Kingston

Give the Means and the  Mechanisms so that the People can Make it by Themselves  

 Spiritans in Mozambique Spiritans in Madagascar
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              General Assembly in the new kibanda offices

    Dear Friends of Kibanda,

Christmas time gives me the 
joy of addressing you each year, 
for it is a joy to communicate 

with you, our faithful readers, 
about those we love who live in 

distant lands. We are all ‘star walkers’ 
seeking to reach Jesus, the newborn baby 

lying in a manger, to entrust our lives to Him. For He 
is the light that is offered to us and which we need so 
much to keep hope alive in a world threatened by so 
much selfishness.

The Extraordinary General Assembly of Kibanda, 
which took place on 10 November, took note of the 

resignation of five of its members.  I thank them for 
their dedicated participation over several years. So 
far, they have not been replaced and their departure 
leaves a big gap.  So, I call on you to join us in this 
General Assembly. It is essentially a matter of assuming 
the legal responsibility of Kibanda by participating 
in one (rarely two) annual meetings. We are looking 
for people with experience in law, education, health, 
development... but everyone is welcome.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2022 to you!

Christian Roberti, Cssp

Christian Roberti

     A word from the President


